A taste of the
high life

Perhaps you want a top-flight boat but you can't afford one. Or maybe you
struggle to find the time to go out on the water as much as you want. In either
case there are now ways of making it work. Simon Everett reports.

The appeal of the club is
simple - to go boating,
all you need is five grand
and a pair of shoes
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at home when they could be out on the hilgh seas. The
nummber of drzams thed up on berths and sitting on drives i
astonishing.

Boats that get bought and left idie do have benefits. After
all, !hr:.' support thie :il'ln‘l.l:l\l‘r__lu' with a n.-.ud}' floww of an'haw
cash, but it hardly makes financial sense for the ‘boater” to have
E30,000 or more tied wp ina vessel thal sees the water for less
tham ten hours o oyear

1§ Vi worked ot how mach 18 cost per hour, it wonlda't
make good reading and it is for these kinds of people that
thi: Lynx RIB Club has been formed. [t is for people who find
time harder to come by than money; people who want to g
tmvalved in boats but don't quite have the time available to
diedicate to it. B

Il'i amazing b much money people waste by staving
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The Lynx RIB Club was formed by
a couple of guys who already worked
together running corporabe hospitality,
entertalnment and tralning events. Stuart
McKeen and Hugo Ambrose ane well
versed i keeping the most demanding
clients happy and that means attention
to detail. The RIB Club has sprung very
naturally off the back of the training
and entertainment and compliments it
particularly well as the boats ame also
available for corporate beam building,

It's no accident that the dub is almed
at the high end. The Scorpion boats ane
kept on air berths at the Ly mington Yachi
Haven, and apart from providing access
to bop of the range, high-performance
RIBs, club membership includes training
to powerboak kevel 2, or the advanced
kevel if a new member already has the
basics. You also get your VHF centificate
including GMIDGS,

In Facl the guys won't bet anyone out
in the boats unless they are satisficd that
th peerson i competent, S0 sveryone

The Lynx Club takes

a concept that has
often been used for
supercars and transfers
it to the water

goos through an assessment of some
kind. It makes semse, Legislation or
nolk, it is simply imesponsable to ket an
in:':-.lr.u.-l'i.-nrul baoater looe with a H'll'np!l
outfit without first making sure that
sufficient handling expertise (s evident.
From a prospedtive member's point
of view, the appeal of the dub is simple.
In order to go boating, all you need is a
pair of shoes! Evervihing - and 1| really do
mean everything - is taken care of. Foul
wirather gear from Musto is provided in a
raenge of sizes o suil the party, Lifejackets,
of course, donuts and waterskis (if vou

68 | ERARE

2
=

‘When you're going uphill,
it's important to trim her in
and blip the throttle®
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want them ) can also be put on board. All
you have o do is ]:I.:l.rl. thie car and walk o
thie bsoak. She will be on the water, fuelled,
ready for vou to turn the key and go.

[f e is 1.||£;|'I.l. this mﬂ":-' 44 H:h.lu'rui
You have npothing to think aboat other
than whene to go and what (o eat when
vou get there, Marvellous, Boating made
simple, but not simplistic.

Th Scorpion i at thi= top end of thiz
RIB market and the 8.1m boat, powened
by the 275hp Verado is no mean mover,
It’s a RIB for the beautiful people who are
used to the best of evervthing and it has
thet performanoe to match thelr lifesivies.

From the berth at the mouth of the
Lymington River it is only a 20-minute
U b e Fi:||{.' for lumch. A 1:r'|p round
the [s)is of “'IE]'II! A Fi‘l-l.-ah:u'll: afternoon’s
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‘A taste of the high life

letsure and picnicking in Alum Bay on &
fine chay make's a nice change of scenery.
If you had plans for trips further afield,
then the run to Weymouth is only an hour
aned half or so. That is what a boat of the
Scorpion’s calibre opens up and the Lynx
BIB Clul Is simply an easy and affordable
winy b0 avall vourseli of that opportunity.

The concept is certainly not new, [t
has been wsed for supercars for several
years ows The Lynx Club has simiply
extended the idea onto the water, In
effect vou are chartering the boat with
the economic benefits that come from
non-oawnership. For those people who get
anly a fewe days a vear o go boating, it ks
an ideal way to take all the responsibility
ang time consuming paperwork out of
IL*:i:un*I:n.:llinE. Th rensreval of insurance,
berthing, servicing, cleaning and dealing
with niggles - all these headeches ane
removied.

The drawback is having to book the
boat in advance lo ensure the date vou
want is available. An online booking
diary can confirm this for you, Many of
the current members ane boat owniers
already, mostly vachtsmen who want the
ability to scratch their sports boat itch
weithout having to go throwgh the paln of
cwnership. A bit like the Ferrar B

£500 a day for ten
days might not seem
cheap, but you're free
of the regular costs
associated with full
ownership
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aficionado, whaose family circumstances
cause him to setthe for the Volvo V7,

When vou do the maths it B actuwally
very competitive with ownership, If we
tak thae L"'-_lill.ll!"p.': AP LT TS
memberahip package and compane that
with the cost of ownership things are
actually welghted very favourably in
favour of the Club scheme, The marina
berth alone cats up over £3000 of that
figure. Servicing and meranoe will take
another dhunk of the best part of £1000,
That leaves only £1000 ko cover the
deprecintion. Depreciation of just E1000 in
a year = :|~;ki|n|:: a bit. I'r_l.' H""tti'“F- (N L]
fior a one vear-obd 70,000 boat on the
used market.

Cluly members have the wse of & new
boat every two vears, when the old boats
ane rc'p.'..'lnn:l a6 o matter of ooueree. That
erisunes vou gt acoess fo e very latest
boats, What price that kind of marina
credibbbity? That obd model s just so last
VA

There is one final aspect to the Club
that makes enormoaes sense and that
is for adtual SCorphm ownens awaiting
delivery of thelr own boat. Typically, lead
tirmes fof & fE I.:H.‘I.IIPH:II'I are arourid the

elght-month mark. That, in effiect, is a
whole seasom, What better way of getting
to know vour boal than to have acoess to
one whhile yours i% h._'inH budlt? [ SLIP ROt
you could buy something elee to tide you
owiet, bul would it be the tame? 1 think
not, semehow,

The Eabesa kit, the latest electronkc toys,
the maost up-to-date model of boat with
top-light performance, but without the
cost of pwnership. Unlike other shaned
cwmnership schemes, this one i
more ke a regular charter than
time share cownership, And
despite the fact that your
five pramd I.‘n.l:r'-. ¥ou jusk t=n
dayvs a year, vou have to ask
yoursell jusi how many davs
a yoar yoas really expect to sel
aside. 1f your boat is pne of those
washed dreams cating up your cash in
A quiet marina, the deal sounds protty

good. [l

The Lynx RIB Club
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